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atmosphere, whence it would otherwise imbibe moisture
which would shortly produce very destructive effects ;
and the precaution of protecting the pitching from the
air will evidently be entirely useless, unless the bed of
the road be first made perfectly dry ; but if this duty be
effectually attended to, chalk itself, and the softer kinds
‘of limestone rock, will resist the progress of decay for
a very long time.
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for less than I have éstimated; and throughout the

whole of my statements, I have carefully guarded against
the danger of misleading those who may hereafter
embark in works of the kind I have been describing.
Whether it be the surveyor pledging himself ‘to his
employers, the promoters of these works expecting to
see their intentions carried into effect for the estimate
laid before them, or the contractor seeking to derive a
reasonable remune}'a_tipn for' executing the works—to
all and each I would say, that they ma,j safely depend
upon the fairness and candour of the statements I have
made, since these are the result of a long course of
* constant practice and experience, during which I have
bestowed unwearied attention upon the methods of
estimating engineering works under every possible
variety.
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